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THE LOST ONE. 



When the Lord Jesus Christ came into this 
world, clothed in human flesh, he declared that 
the great ohject of his appearing amongst men 
was, that he might seek and save that which 

was LOST. 

The condition of man through sin was so 
wretched in the eye of the Son of God, so different 
from what it would have heen, had he pursued 
his true interest from the first ; and his prospects 
as regards the awful eternity to which this life 
is but a short introduction, were so appallingly, so 
inevitably terrible, that the only word by which 
the Saviour could describe the condition of man, 
was expressive of everything forlorn and wretched, 
everything that forbade hope, and implied the 
most intolerable misery: — he was lost. Lost 
as to moral rectitude ; lost as to the favour of 
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6 THE LOST ONE. 

them, that before their reception of Christ, they 
**iioere dead in trespoMea and shu" Eph. ii. 2. 

From this we learn that man's spiritual con- 
dition before God has not only undergone a 
change, but that that change is more serious and 
more fatal in its character, than any other which 
could have passed upon him. He ia dead. He 
cannot answer any end of his creation ; he has no 
knowledge, no power to move or act: he is a 
mass of corruption, mingling with the polluted 
earth, in which every faculty of his soul is com- 
pletely buried. 

These are some of the characteristics of a man 
who is naturally dead, or in other words, lost to 
all the purposes of life on earth. See how plainly 
these marks of a state of death appear in the 
soul. 

1. As one spiritually dead, the soul has no 
knowledge of God. 

By this I mean, not that man in his na- 
tural state is incapable of knowing anything 
intellectually of God, but that all right know- 
ledge of God is lost. No sooner did Adam eat 
of the forbidden tree, than he ceased to know Gdd 
as a Friend, and sought to hide himself from the 
divine presence in guilty fear. Oneness between 
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God and man was destroyed hj sin, and the 
offender was naturally led to seek refuge from 
the wrath of the OfPended in increasing distance, 
and decreasing knowledge. It was only the arm 
of omnipotent grace that kept Adam from falling 
at once into all the dark depths of sin, and sor* 
row, and despair. But wherever the same Al* 
mighty grace is not exerted in hehalf of a sinner, 
there we see the truth of our position, that man 
has lost the tnie knowledge of God. Ever since 
the fall, the sinful cry of the depraved heart to- 
wards God has heen this : " Depart from us, for 
we desire not the knowledge of thy ways," Joh 
xxi. 14. It is not to man we owe it, that the 
knowledge of God lingered in any measure 
among some families of the earth. It was hy 
frequent communications of his will from heaven, 
and by the continued operations of his Holy 
Spirit upon the hearts of a few, that any know^ 
ledge of God was preserved among mankind. 
But for this, the change from light to darkness 
would have been as sudden and complete in the 
soul of man at the fall, as was the change from 
darkness to light, when Jehovah illumined the 
new-made world with the early outburst of his 
splendour. 
God is unchangeably the same : power, and 
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wisdom, and love^ combined in infinite perfection^ 
are his. From the beginning of the creation, 
these attributes have been employed unceasingly 
by Jehovah, for the best good of man : yet it is 
true that man has lost the knowledge of his holy 
and beneficent Maker. He knows not the Being 
who is thus blessing him with this exuberance 
of goodness. The soul has been, and is, em- 
ployed in philosophical research, in mechanical 
contrivance, in splendid speculation ; but at the 
same time, "the world by wisdom knew not 
God," 1 Cor. i. 21. Such is the character of 
every natural heart, until enlightened by the 
heaven-imparted knowledge of God in Christ. 

x\s if to demonstrate the completeness of this 
spiritual ignorance in the soul, God incarnate 
"came into the world," — the world that was 
made by him, — " and the world knew him not," 
John i. 10. 

Again, the Holy Ghost, speaking by St. Paul, 
says, " They are without excuse : because that 
when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful ; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened : professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools, and changed the glory of the un- 
corruptible God, into an image made like to cor- 
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mptible man, and to birds, and four-^footed beasts, 
and creeping things. They changed the truth 
of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed 
for ever. Amen." Rom. i. 20 — 25. 

As a consequence of this ignorance of God 
himself, the soul is lost as to all true knowledge 
of the things of God. "The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness unto him, neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned," 1 Cor. ii. 14. He is not only ignorant 
of the things of God, that is, of true religion, 
but he cannot know them, except by the direct 
and peculiar teaching of the Holy Ghost; be- 
cause he is dead in sin. 

Hence, by the unconverted soul, real religion 
is looked upon as enthusiasm, and the consistent 
disciple of Jesus is regarded as a fanatic, and all 
earnest alarm about hell and damnation, is viewed 
only as the disturbed excitement of a weak mind. 
It was so even when Christ was on earth : men 
were so blind, so dead, that they despised and 
rejected him, and regarded his religion as a des- 
picable superstition. It is so now. Experimental 
religion is not understood by the natural heart, 
and it is hated. 
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My dear Reader, have you never perused the 
volume of truth ? have you not read in it the ac- 
count of man*s sin, ingratitude, and hatred of 
God ? of the matchless love of a dying Saviour, 
hleeding under the cruelty of man and the curse 
of God for your sins ? And are you still living 
in sin ? is your heart still unrenewed ? are you 
still labouring under the load of unpardoned 
guilt? Are you looking upon conversion and 
holiness as the mere fancies of a few ? and are 
you cultivating your natural love of indulgence 
in sin, and indifference to vital religion ? How 
is this ? Shall I tell you ? It is because you are 
dead. Your soul is sealed in the slumbers of 
spiritual insensibility. — It is lost. 

How awful is this state, both in itself and in 
its consequences ! God is not known, and there- 
fore cannot be honoured. God is not known, 
and therefore he cannot be loved and obeyed. 
What is the consequence? It is nothing less 
than EVERLASTING DAMNATION ! Dear Reader, 
do you not shudder at the thought ! 

2. But this leads me to notice in the next 
place, that the soul has no power to move in the 
ways of God ; the will has become corrupt, it is 
dead, and therefore cannot act for God. How 
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can the soul serve him, whose nature is not 
known, whose law is not understood, whose name 
is not revered ? 

All service, to he acceptable to God, must be 
preceded by the true knowledge of God. It is 
impossible that the one should exist without the 
other. God is not served by accident, or by ig- 
norant enthusiasm, but by intelligent love ; — that 
sanctified intelligence which the Holy Ghost 
alone can communicate ; that holy love which is 
excited in the soul by a beUeving view of the love 
of God for sinners. " God is a Spirit, and they 
that worship him, must worship him in spirit 
and in truth," Jno. iv. 24. But alas ! how can 
the soul delight in the service of "an unknown 
God ?" or feel affected by a love which is wholly 
unprized? What saith the scripture: "God 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually,*' Gen. 
vi. 5. Is this moving in the service of God? Is 
this delighting in his will ? What saith it again ? 
"The earth also was corrupt before God, and 
the earth was filled with violence," ver. 11. This 
is God's description of a world of souls ! They 
were "corrupt;" "the earth was filled with 
violence," 
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The law of God is the rule of life ; the test of 
our conformity to the divine mind. But why 
was it given ? The apostle answers : " Because 
of transgressions/' Gal. iii. 19. Thus it appears 
that the law was given on account of pre-existing 
sin ; so that whatever sin the law forhids, of that 
sin man is guilty. You have, then, hut to 
look at those holy prohibitions, commands, and 
threatenings, with which the book of God 
abounds, and you see in them a picture of the 
natural heart drawn by the finger of God himself. 
Nor was the law primarily designed to produce 
conformity; for while it declares, "Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them," 
(Gal. iii. 10,) its only power is to convict the sin- 
ner, and prove to him his wretched condition, 
and shut him up from all hope of escape, except 
in the free mercy of God in a bleeding Saviour. 
This is plainly set forth by St. Paul, in Rom. vii. 
7, II; Gal, iii. 23,24. 

Thus man naturally cannot, will not serve God. 
And again let me ask, what is the consequence? 
Everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord ; " because the law worketh wrath," Rom. 
iv. 15. 

Dear Reader, how is it with you ? It is God's 
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trath I declare to you, and I tell it in love for 
your soul. Have you, then, found freedom from 
the curse you inherit, in him vtrho came and bore 
it for you ? There is One who has come to seek 
and to save your lost soul. Have you been 
found of him ? or are you still wandering in the 
paths of error and self-righteousness? If this 
be your sad condition, every action, every thought 
is defiled, and cannot be acceptable to God. 
Every day you are lengthening the catalogue of 
your sins, and increasing the anger of your Judge. 
Every day you are going further and further from 
heaven, and nearer and nearer to hell. The only 
preventative to a fatal termination, is an entire 
surrender of yourself to God, in humble, earnest 
sorrow for your many sins, and in simple faith 
in the cleansing virtue of the blood of Christ. 
Go to God, and acknowledge your defilement, 
your enmity, your opposition. Go to Jesus, and 
trust in his merits as your only plea before your 
offended Father. So shall you find peace ; 
so shall you feel a quickening from above, which 
will make the path of God your delight. 

3. But there is another evidence of spiritual 
death in the soul, which is this, — that it is de- 
voted to the world. 
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Every faculty is completely buried in the earth. 
Its hopes and fears, its joys and sorrows, its cares 
and concerns, are all belonging to the earth. 
They all have reference, either directly or re- 
motely, to self. It is given up to divers lusts and 
pleasures, and feels no sympathy 'with spiritual 
things, or with spiritually-minded persons. The 
new birth, the value of the soul, the love of 
Christ, a filial fear of offending God, — these 
things, and such as these, are not understood, 
and not desired. The occupations of time are 
allowed to be all-engrossing; the pleasures of the 
world are sought for with avidity, and resigned 
with reluctance. While God declares in his 
word, that the soul that "lives in pleasure, is 
dead while it lives." 

In numberless instances, the day of God is not 
regarded, the house of God is not frequented, 
the word of God is not read ; but daring impiety 
is practised with a high hand, the world is loved, 
and the soul undone. Besides, how many are 
there who attend upon the means of grace, who 
hear and read the word, without giving their 
heart to God ! And why is this ? It is because 
the heart is pre-occupied ; it is devoted to the 
world; it is dead. An excellent living writer * 

*TheRev. J. C. Ryle. 
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well observes : " This is the true account of that 
host of excuses which so many make with one 
consent. Some have no learning, and some have 
no time. Some are oppressed with business, and 
some with poverty. Some have difficulties in 
their own families, and some in their own health. 
Some have peculiar obstacles in their calling, 
which others, we are told, cannot understand; 
and others have peculiar drawbacks at home, and 
they wait to have them removed. But God has 
a shorter word in the bible, which describes all 
these people at once. He says, Hhey are dead^ " 
And while this is the case ; while the natural 
man is ingenious in devising excuses for keeping 
from Gt)d, how earnest is he in all that relates 
to this present life ! Business, pleasure, gain, 
honour, wealth, and a thousand other things that 
do not make God uppermost, take up the chief 
of his time, the chief of his thoughts, the best 
of his zeal. Nor will he be disturbed in his 
course vnthout feeling annoyed, perhaps offended 
at the man or the book that would entreat him to 
flee from death, and give his all to God. One 
thing is needful, — a teachable spirit, a renewed 
heart, a conscience free from guilt, a mind truly 
at peace, — in short, the life God in the soul. 
But the natural heart flees from this, struggles 
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against it, makes a thousand excuses and defences 
in order to avoid it ; and the world is the arena 
for the affections, the unsatisfying idol of the 
soul. 

Here again I must ask the Reader of tkese 
pages, as one most intimately concerned in these 
things, to observe the character and consequences 
of this want of love for God, and the ways of 
God, — this devotedness to the world. While the 
soul whose affections are fixed upon Christ and 
heavenly things, " hath life," and peace, and joy ; 
the soul in its natural carnal state, "hath not 
life ;" what then ?— " the wrath of God abideth 
on him." 

O my fellow sinner ! that I could prevail upon 
you to struggle in prayer for your own precious 
soul, until you are safe in the love of Jesus ! 

Thus have I endeavoured to show, that the soul 
is lost as to moral rectitude. It does not know 
God ; it does not obey God ; it is devoted to the 
world. 

In the SECOND place, the soul is last as to 
the favour of God, 

This condition of the soul necessarily follows 
on the preceding. The soul that knows not God, 
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that delights not in his ways, that is huried in 
the pleasures, and vanities, and sins of the world, 
— such a soul could not be the subject of divine 
favour; it must be lying under the anger of a 
holy God. 

But what an awful condition for an immortal 
spirit! Dependent for everything necessary to 
the happiness of his whole being in time and in 
eternity, yea, for his very being itself, upon that 
Almighty God whose favour is life ; and in whose 
presence is eternal fulness of joy, he has, never- 
theless, forfeited that favour by the sinMness of 
his condition, and is daily sealing his banishment 
from that glorious presence by repeated acts of 
transgression. Before the fall, Adam's heaven 
upon earth was the assurance which he felt, that 
God was his Friend, as well as his Father. And 
whether we feel it to be so or not, it is the most 
melancholy feature in our fallen state, that we 
cannot but regard the holy God who speaks in 
the bible, as a Being whose wrath we have in- 
curred, and whose power we cannot but dread. 
How does this feeling, in one way or other, dis- 
turb the peace, interfere with the pleasure, and 
embitter the days, of those who know not Jesus ! 
They lie down at night, and when sleep is about 
to seal their senses in forgetfulness, how often is 

b2 
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the heart alarmed with the fear of waking in hell ! 
What ! awake in hell, while under the guardian 
care of your Maker ? Yes, this is the too well 
grounded fear of the soul that is still lost in sin, 
and therefore lost to the favour of God. 

But can the favour of my God be regained? 
And if so, how may I be able to look upon him as 
my Friend, and think of eternity without trem- 
bling ? Dear Reader, do you ask such questions 
with an anxious wish to have them plainly an- 
swered ? Then attend, while I try to tell you. 
You must go straight back again to that Holy 
Being whose favour you have thus lost, and cast 
yourself solely on his mercy in Jesus. Yes, you 
must go to him whose law you have altogether 
violated, and whose wrath you most justly dread. 
To fly from him, as Adam did, is to make the 
matter worse ; it is to wander further and further 
into sin and sorrow: to act thus will only hasten 
your ruin for all eternity. No : your only refuge 
is in the God you have offended; for that God 
is love still ; and he himself invites you to come. 
But remember, you must come to him through 
Christ, If you come in any other way, you will 
not find acceptance. Your good intentions, your 
acts of generosity, your sober life, your many 
tears, your anything, will not procure you favour. 
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You must lay ^elf^ in all its fonns, aside, and 
come to God just as you are, only through 
Christ. For he says, "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life ; no man cometh unto the Father 
hut by me." Christ's blood alone can wash your 
polluted soul: Christ's righteousness alone can 
bear the holy scrutiny of God, and stand you in 
stead when you appear before him in judgment. 
If you come, acknowledging your guilt, deploring 
your wretchedness, trusting in his blood, plead- 
ing his merits, then you shall not come in vain. 
Jesus is Grod's beloved Son, and all that come to 
God through him are beloved for his sake. 

O then, remain no longer at a distance from 
your truest Friend. "Return unto me, and I 
will return unto you, saith God." Thus shall 
you find favour ; thus shall you be free, rejoicing 
in God your Saviour. 

But consider in the third place, that the soul 
is hit 08 to all true peace here, and eternal 
happiness hereafter. 

How melancholy, how truly awful, is such a 
state as this ! 

1. The soul is lost as to all true peace here. 
"There is no peace, saith my God, to thd 
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wicked." How could there be, when everything 
that is necessary to peace is wanting? Innocence 
is lost : for the soul is naturally defiled, and is 
by practice covered over with guilt. Favour is 
gone : for God could not regard the rebel with 
complacency, who continues to dispute his au- 
thority, and to violate his law. Thus bereft of 
the divine favour in this life, and having nothing 
in prospect but the miserable fruition of a life of 
sin, how could the soul enjoy true peace ? 

Besides, all things earthly are defiled by the 
sin of man, and thus it is that things we had 
longed for as blessings, too often prove a trouble 
and a snare. There is a necessary connexion 
between sin and sorrow. They must and will go 
together : so that all things that are tainted by 
sin, are in some way sources of sorrow. 

But again, the soul is immortal, and requires 
for satisfaction, things that will last for ever. 
Now, nothing earthly is enduring. We know 
this to be true. Riches, honours, pleasures, 
business — we shall soon have done with them all. 
All, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. Thus 
said the wise man, and thus says every heart 
that has tried to drain true, abiding delight from 
the perishing things of time. Nothing lower 
than heaven, nothing less precious than Jesus, 
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nothing less enduring than the love of God, can 
save the heart from disappointment and trouhle 
in this vale of tears. 

How is it possible to satisfy the cravings of 
the heart, by feeding it with the hasks of this 
perishing world? God intended himself for 
man's companion, eternity for his life-time, and 
heaven for his portion. What a high com- 
panionship ! what a noble destiny! what a blessed 
inheritance ! But, alas, how blind we are to our 
truest good ! The companionship of God is lost ; 
the heavenly inheritance is lost ; but man's 
eternity remains as certain as before. Miserable 
eternity, from which God and heaven are ex- 
cluded! Man still wants a companion, and he 
seeks it in the creature ; he still wants a home, 
and he tries to find one on earth. He has for- 
saken the fountain of living waters, and has hewn 
out to himself cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water ; that will leave the soul thirsting 
throughout a wretched eternity. 

Still, man, even in his sins, sometimes feels a 
kind of peace. But it is not true peace. It is 
not the peace of God. It is the fatal slumber of 
an unawakened conscience. It is that awful and 
delusive peace which the devil allows to those of 
his victims who remain secure in his grasp. But 
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soon it will be broken ; the call of death will 
disperse the delusion, and terrible will be the dis- 
covery at that awful hour. God grant, my dear 
Reader, that this mockery of peace may not be 
yours ! 

2. The soul is lost as to all true happiness 
hereafter. 

This hfe is but a preparatory state of being, it 
is but the commencement of our existence ; and 
the state to which it leads is eternal. Therefore, 
however miserable the present short season may 
be, it would, in a very little time, matter nothing, 
if the eternal state were a happy one. If we 
could be certain that our eternal hereafter would 
be all peace and delight, how little concern 
should we feel about the evils we might be called 
to sufiPer here. But this is the terrible reality 
for every unconverted heart, that that eternity 
will be a last one. A lost eternity I what a ter- 
rible prospect for a fallen man ! What tongue 
can describe, what mind conceive the horrors of 
such a state ? To have the present life of sin, 
anxiety, suffering, disappointment, and death, 
followed by a state of being, infinitely more pain- 
ful and horrible to body and soul — O what a 
prospect ! who can bear the thought 7 And yet 
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it is a serious truth. It is as certain of occurrence 
to every one who dies unconverted, as if it had 
now taken place. 

The word of God declares it : " The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die :" '' The wicked shall he 
cast into a furnace of fire : there shall he wailing 
and gnashing of teeth/' Matt. xiii. 42. The 
voice of conscience repeats the solemn warn- 
ing, and makes you uneasy as you disregard 
its voice. The Holy Ghost, taking up the truth, 
hrings it again and again hefore your mind, with 
the gracious design of leading you to flee for 
safety in time. Every time the gospel is preached 
in your ears, or presented to your eyes in the 
holy lives of the disciples of Jesus, the same ter- 
rible truth stares you in the face, — the eternity 
of the lost soul is an eternity of woe. 

If, my dear Reader, no vital change has passed 
upon you, if you are still in the state in which 
you were bom, with regard to holiness and Grod, 
then your condition is one which indeed calls for 
sympathy. Indifference, or ease on your part, 
is most unbecoming. Nothing is so consistent, 
so reasonable, so necessary, as earnest concern, 
fervent prayer, a restless determination not to be 
satisfied until you are sure that your sins are 
forgiven, and that your eternity will be one of 
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peaee. A higher than any human authority — 
One who ^oke what he knew, and testified what 
he had seen, has declared, ''£xcept a man he 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Verily, verily I say unto you. Ye must be bom 
again." 

God grant that your prayerful and earnest at- 
tention may be awakened to this all-important 
subject, before death arrive, and the door of 
mercy be closed upon you for ever. 

To this end allow me further to ask your 
attention to the following considerations. 

First : If you be not bom again, you have lived 
for nought. By a voluntary submission on the 
part of man to the dark dominion of the devil, he 
has lost the power to will or to do anything ac- 
ceptable to God. This is the case with every 
man by nature. Instead of answering the great 
end of his being, in seeking the glory of God, 
and a fitness for the enjoyment of his presence, 
self and the world too much engage his mind, and 
will continue to do so until he be bom from 
above. God and spiritual, etemal realities, de- 
mand his deepest concem^ Conscience strives, 
and the Holy Spirit remonstrates, and the word 
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of God calls upon him to think of his ways, and 
prepare for another world. But, alas ! in vain 
do they call. Satan reigns as lord ; the vanities 
of time are allowed to be all-engrossing ; con- 
science, and the Spirit, and the word, are unheard 
or unheeded, and the soul is every day hurrying 
on to its final doom of death. 

Many things are done, but none done rightly : 
and when the last account shall be made up, it 
will be found that the unconverted soul has lived 
to no purpose, except to prove its own depravity, 
and earn for itself eternal ruin. I have said 
plain things, but they are the true sayings of 
Grod. It may not be agreeable thus to speak, 
but it is necessary, and if a death-bed do not 
prove it, eternity will. 

But again : If you be not converted, God*s 
love is slighted. Ingratitude to God, not- 
withstanding all his lovingkindness, is deeply 
impressed upon the unrenewed heart. The crime 
of which you would be ashamed to be guilty to- 
wards a fellow creature, is daily practised with 
indifference towards your holy and merciful God. 

Consider what you are : a creature fearfully 
and wonderfully made by the hand of your hea- 
venly Father; shielded from ten thousand ills. 
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of which you have never dreamt, and from ten 
thousand more that you have seen or appre- 
hended ; living day by day on his daily mercy, 
and hoping for innnmerable mercies more, to 
none of which you are entitled. And yet you are 
a sinner ; violating his laws, living at a distance 
from your God, unmindful of the overtures of 
his saving love, unawed by the threatenings of 
his violated law. But still you are a sinner 
spared : spared that you may have time to re* 
pent, to believe, to live ; a sinner for whose re- 
demption from hell, the life of the Son of God 
was not thought too great a ransom ; whose re- 
turn from sin to Grod engages the solicitudes of 
watching angels, who are ready to make the 
courts of glory resound with their praises, on the 
fall of the first tear of repentance. And yet all 
this lavishing of love on the part of God towards 
you, poor sinner ! all is slighted while you con- 
tinue unconverted, while you remain in your 
naturally lost state. 

Can you continue thus to slight this love any 
longer? Can you go on to peril your own eternal 
peace more and more ? Dear Reader, pause and 
consider. The love that now pursues you with 
so many invitations to turn, will not always fol- 
low you thus. "My Spirit shall not always 
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strive with man," saith God ; for while he willeth 
not the death of a sinner, but rather that he may 
repent and live ; while he leaves no means un- 
tried, no motives unappealed to, no opportunities 
and entreaties unoffered ; unless those invitations 
are accepted, the hour will speedily come when 
he will refuse to call you any longer. Terrible 
condition for a poor helpless, hell-deserving sin- 
ner! Now he says, "Turn you at my reproof: 
behold, I will pour out my Spirit unto you, I 
"will make known my words unto you." But 
soon the gracious tones of invitation may be 
changed for the fearful denounciations of his 
wrath. Soon, unless you turn unto him now, he 
may declare to you in his anger, " Because I 
have called, and ye refused ; I have stretched out 
my hand, and no man regarded ; but ye have set 
at nought all my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof : I also will laugh at your calamity ; I 
will mock when your fear cometh; when your 
feai^ Cometh as desolation, and your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and an- 
guish cometh upon you. Then shall they call 
upon me, but I will not answer ; they shall seek 
me early, but they shall not find me : for that 
they hated knowledge, and did not choose the 
fear of the Lord : they would none of my counsel : 
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they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall 
they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be 
filled with their own devices/* Prov. i, 23 — 31. 

Once more : If you he not bom again, body 
and soul will perish together for ever. 

Jesus himself has declared this awful fact. 
*' He that believeth and is baptized, shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not, shall be 
damned." It is no mere deduction of reason ; 
it is no mere assertion of man ; it is the solemn 
declaration of Him who has told you, " Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my word shall 
not pass away." If there were only the remotest 
possibility that eternal damnation might be the 
miserable lot of any human being after this life, 
that mere possibility, however remote, would be 
sufficient to make every reasonable man nu)9t 
anxious to use every possible means to secure 
himself from so dreadful a doom. But what is 
the fact ? God, who will ere long demonstrate 
to an unbelieving world, the truth of every word 
of his mouth, has solemnly declared in his word, 
that this awful end is not the remote possibility, 
but the certain doom of every one who remains 
unconverted. 

Do you doubt this statement? or are you 
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willing to persuade yourself that God is too mer- 
ciful to be so severe ? or that you may continue 
indulging yourself in a few things that may not 
be just as they should be, without suffering so 
dreadfully at last? O, my dear Reader, be per- 
suaded that God cannot love sin so well, though 
you may love it. He is too consistent with him- 
self to regard with delight the soul that is a 
slave to sin, to any sin. Is it any honour to 
God for you to suppose, that while his law re- 
quires holiness, he himself should connive at un- 
holiness ? Depend upon it, God is not a man that 
he should lie, neither the son of man that he 
should repent. Hath he said, and shall he not 
do it ? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make 
it good? Are we to suppose, because it may 
seem to suit a sinful purpose, that while God will 
prove faithful in keeping all his promises, he will 
allow his threatnings to be forgotten and un- 
fulfilled ? 

But to whom are the promises made ? Look 
through the whole bible, and you will find not 
one of the blessed promises of God made to sin- 
ners continuing such. There are sweet promises 
to the penitent; there are great and precious 
promises to the faithful followers of the Lamb ; 
but what for the impenitent and the unbelieving? 

c2 
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Nothing but *« indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish/' Rom. ii. 8, 9. But must I show you 
that I am not hurling the thunderbolts of heaven 
without a warrant, — that I am honestly telling 
you the truth of God? Then here is my war- 
rant ; and may Grod awaken you by it, that your 
precious soul perish not ! " If we sin wilfully, 
ailer that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and 
fiery indignation, which shall devour the ad- 
versaries. He that despised Moses' law, died 
without mercy under two or three witnesses : of 
how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall 
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood 
of the covenant, whetewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace? For ye know him that hath 
said. Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will re- 
compence, saith the Lord. It is a fearful • thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God," Heb. x. 
26—31. '^The fear^, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, nnd murderers^ and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake that bumeth with fire 
and brimstone; which is the second death," 
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Rev. xvi. 8. I need not multiply references : if 
these affect you not> in vain shall I add more. 

What, then^ are you doing in reference to this 
terrible certainty of punishment for every un- 
pardoned sinner? The mere possibility should 
make you most anxious ; how should you feel, 
then, now that there is no doubt about it ? Is 
indifference in an unconverted man, reasonable ? 
Is a state of easy unconcern at all consistent with 
prospects so alarming ? Surely your own con- 
science will answer — "No." Oh! then, be in 
earnest ; seek salvation while it may be found ; 
cry for pardon and eternal life now, while you 
may obtain them. 

Consider: There will be nothing in hell to 
make its fires more tolerable, or enable the hope- 
less soul to realise a moment's relief from un- 
utterable anguish. No friends will be there to 
beguile the "duration infinite " of that dark and 
terrible abode. On the contrary, every sur*- 
rounding object will inspire fresh misery, by 
inflicting new pangs. Around you will be com- 
panions in woe, moved towards each other only 
by a feeling of hellish malice ; for they never love 
in hell. Above you will be the unsupportable 
wrath of an offended God, whose mercy has been 
a thousand times slighted in this world, and whose 
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fierj indignation will be for ever poured out in 
that. Below jou will be only the hotter fires of 
a deeper hell, into whose unfathomable depths 
you will be for ever and for ever falling. 

Your nearest friends in this world, if they are 
not in Christ Jesus, will only prove your bitterest 
foes in that state, where all will be unhappy. 
Family relations will find no room there for the 
kindly offices of sympathy in suffering. The pre- 
sence of those with whom you were so nearly 
connected in time, will only augment the misery 
of your state in eternity. You should have set 
them an example of christian holiness, and you 
did not : you should have exhorted them to 
fiee to Jesus, instead of Uving to themselves and 
the world, and you did not : you should have 
affectionately remonstrated against their follies, 
and sought to win them to truth and holiness ; 
but alas! you did not. All your precious op- 
portunities of doing them good, of saving their 
souls from destruction, of setting them a heavenly 
example, and of alluring them to the love of 
God, were allowed to pass away unimproved, 
unemployed: and these recollections will only 
furnish food for self-reproach, and mutual re- 
crimination. 

Companions in guilt here, will be companions 
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in suffering there. There is a moral fitness in 
the doom, that accomplices in wickedness in 
time, should be co-partners in misery in eternity ; 
just as it is most reasonable, most scriptural, 
that those who have followed Christ together 
here, shall sit down together with him in his 
heavenly kingdom. But they will be more 
than this — they will be additional instruments 
of each other's torture. What pallid cheeks, 
what smiting knees, what trembling hearts, will 
be gathered together at the general judgment 
of the last great day I Many tongues that are 
now loud in self-defence and self-excuse, will 
then be mute with the unsmotherable con- 
sciousness of guilt. Many hands that are now 
joined together to accomplish the dark designs 
of iniquity, will be then bound with the fetters 
of divine wrath ; while those who have assisted 
to embolden each other in sin, will then be 
tormenting each other with accusations and re- 
proaches. Awful reminiscences for lost souls ! 

Among all the rest. Conscience, abused, 
neglected, stiffled Conscience, will then speak out 
with a voice louder than a thousand thunders, 
bringing up every fault and folly, and telling you 
again and again of every omission of duty, and 
of every secret and every open sin. It will tell 
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of warnings neglected, sermons unheeded^ sab- 
baths unhallowed, a bible unread, a Saviour 
unsought, a life-time misspent, a crown of glory 
lost. An accusing conscience will be a worm 
that never dies, adding terrible intensity to the 
torments of the fire that never can be quenched. 

Sinful appetites indulged in time, will be felt 
in eternity, without the possibility of gra- 
tification. Evil habits contracted on earth will 
stamp the soul with its character for misery, 
in that place where hope never comes. The soul 
devoted to the pleasures of sense here, will find 
there nought but unmingled misery as the por- 
tion of its cup. The patience of Grod and the 
love of Jesus and the gentle striving of the Holy 
Spirit, will be heard of and known no more, 
except to increase the remorse of conscience at 
the memory of slighted mercy : while the wrath 
of Gk)d will be the wrath to come for ever, for 
ever, for ever. 

Sins may now be committed with indifference ; 
hypocrisy may now be practised ; the Grod, who 
gave his Son for our salvation, may be dis- 
regarded; and that Son too may be slighted : 
but how long can this continue ? Reader, reflect : 
— how long ? But for a few years at the longest ; 
perhaps atU^/or a few days. And what then ? 
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an eternity of hopeless misery, as the just re- 
compence for unacknowledged, unpardoned, un- 
forsaken sin ! You cannot continue to sin much 
longer with impunity ; you cannot much longer 
do violence to inward conviction, and brave the 
wrath of the Almighty: for be assured, that 
ere long your sin will overtake you; all your 
opportunities will be gone, and where then will 
you appear ? what will become of you ? You 
will be eternally lost. The precious, never- 
dying soul will have been bartered for the short- 
lived enjoyments of a life of sin ! The substance^ 
because it was future and unloved, will have been 
wholly and for ever sacrificed, in an infatuated 
effort to snatch at the present shadow ! 

Awful beyond human conception will be the 
eternal state of the unconverted soul I But, poor 
sinner, you are yet in time : you may yet repent, 
believe, and live. The ear of God is still open 
to your cry. The blood of Jesus is still all- 
powerful to cleanse the vilest sinner. The Holy 
Spirit still strives with you. O seize the op- 
portunity before it be gone for ever. Cry aloud, 
spare not; for life and death are before you. 
Hear the heavenly in^tation ; " Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest,'* Matt. xi. 28. Listen to the 
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soul-soothing announcement^ — ''Behold, now is 
the accepted tinle : hehold, now is the day of 
salvation," 2 Cor. tI. 2. 

Though you are so miserahlj lost hy nature, 
Usten to the call of him, who, though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich, 2 Cor. viii. 
9; who, with amazing condescension, came 
down from heaven '* to seek and save that which 
was lost." But do not delay : for in this matter 
delay is dangerous indeed. Turn now, for God 
invites you : turn now, for Jesus bids you turn : 
turn now, for the Holy Ghost entreats you to 
turn: turn, turn, for this Uttle book begs you 
to turn, that you be not for ever lost. 



THE END. 



T. Bbowk, printer, Bacup. 
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